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• What	  is	  public	  health?	  
• What	  is	  populaIon	  health?	  
• Partnership	  opportuniIes	  in	  Iowa	  

What	  is	  Public	  Health?	  
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Consider  Public  Health’s  Role…

•  The	  Future	  of	  Public	  Health	  (1988)	  
•  “…fulfilling	  society’s	  interest	  in	  assuring	  condiIons	  in	  
which	  people	  can	  be	  healthy.”	  (p.	  7)	  

Consider  Public  Health’s  Role…

• Assessment	  –	  answers	  the	  quesIon	  “what	  is	  the	  
current	  state	  of	  Iowans’	  health?”	  
•  Births,	  death	  data	  
•  Hospital	  discharge	  data	  
•  Surveillance	  
•  Behavioral	  Risk	  Factor	  Surveillance	  Survey	  
•  Youth	  Behaviors	  Survey	  
•  h^p://www.idph.iowa.gov/PublicHealthData/search	  
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Policy  Development

•  Healthiest	  State	  IniIaIve	  
•  State	  InnovaIon	  Model	  	  
•  Statewide	  Strategies	  for	  Health	  Improvement	  
•  Community	  Health	  Needs	  Assessment	  
•  Iowa	  Health	  InformaIon	  Network	  TransiIon	  
•  Medical	  Residency/Health	  Workforce	  
•  The	  Lucas	  Assist	  Device	  
•  Cross-‐agency	  Opioid	  IniIaIve	  
•  Medical	  Assistance	  Advisory	  Council	  
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Assurance	  

Source:	  h^p://www.cms.org/uploads/health-‐impact-‐table1.png	  	  
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What  is  popula'on  health?

• Kindig	  and	  Stoddart,	  2003	  
•  “the	  health	  outcomes	  of	  a	  group	  of	  individuals,	  including	  
the	  distribuIon	  of	  such	  outcomes	  within	  the	  group”	  

• CharacterisIcs	  of	  populaIon	  health	  
•  PopulaIons	  and	  subpopulaIon	  
•  Insurance	  coverage	  
•  Understanding	  the	  “N”	  we’re	  interested	  in	  

Popula'on  health  improvement…
how  are  we  doing?
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Achieving	  Targets…	  
•  ReducIons	  in	  youth:	  

•  Alcohol	  use	  
•  11th	  grade	  students	  Rx	  abuse	  
•  11th	  grade	  marijuana	  use	  
•  11th	  grade	  cigare^e	  smoking	  

•  A	  reducIon	  in	  adult	  binge	  drinking	  
•  A	  decrease	  in	  coronary	  heart	  

disease	  deaths.	  	  
•  A	  decrease	  in	  deaths	  a^ributed	  to	  

stroke.	  	  
•  An	  increase	  in	  the	  number	  of	  lives	  

saved	  from	  fires	  by	  smoke	  
detectors	  	  

	  

Falling	  Behind…	  
•  A	  reducIon	  in	  the	  proporIon	  of	  

adults	  who	  are	  obese.	  	  
•  A	  decrease	  in	  the	  hospitalizaIon	  

rate	  related	  to	  falls	  for	  those	  
who	  are	  ages	  65	  and	  over.	  	  

•  A	  5%	  reducIon	  in	  the	  rate	  of	  all	  
intenIonal	  and	  unintenIonal	  
fatal	  injuries.	  	  

•  A	  reducIon	  in	  the	  percent	  of	  
11th	  graders	  who	  seriously	  
consider	  a^empIng	  suicide.	  	  

•  African-‐American	  infant	  
mortality	  rate	  near	  double	  White	  

Source:	  	  Healthy	  Iowans:	  Iowa’s	  Health	  Improvement	  Plan	  2012-‐2016:	  Are	  We	  Making	  Progress?	  	  

Physician  Quality  Repor'ng  2016:  
Examples
• Broad	  populaIon	  applicable	  measures:	  
•  MedicaIon	  ReconciliaIon	  Post	  Discharge	  (NQF	  0097)	  
•  PrevenIve	  Care	  and	  Screening:	  Influenza	  ImmunizaIon	  
(NQF	  0041)	  
•  BMI	  Screening	  and	  Followup	  Plan	  (NQF	  0421)	  
•  Tobacco	  Use:	  Screening	  and	  CessaIon	  IntervenIon	  
(NQF	  0028)	  
•  Controlling	  High	  Blood	  Pressure	  (NQF	  0018)	  
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Popula'ons  of  Iowans:  Insurance

Private	  Insurance	  
Medicaid	  

Medicare	  

Uninsured	  

Principles  of  Partnership

1.  Shared	  Goal	  of	  PopulaIon	  Health	  	  
•  Community	  health	  needs	  align	  with	  insurance	  goals	  

2.  Community	  Engagement	  
•  Mutual	  stakeholder	  awareness	  and	  appreciaIon	  
•  ProducIve	  experiences	  

3.  Aligned	  Leadership	  
•  Surface	  alignment	  
•  Understanding	  the	  future	  through	  the	  past	  –	  volume	  to	  value	  

4.  Create	  Sustainable	  Systems	  
•  Shared	  revenue	  
•  Shared	  risk	  
•  Shared	  data	  

What  is  the  func'onal  fit  for  
public  health?
•  Assessment	  

•  Understanding	  the	  greatest	  health	  burdens	  of	  the	  populaIon	  
based	  on	  data	  

•  Policy	  Development	  
•  What	  is	  the	  opImal	  mix	  of	  services	  and	  supports	  which	  can	  
best	  effect	  the	  health	  improvement	  that’s	  possible	  for	  the	  
populaIon?	  

•  IdenIfy	  community	  partners	  to	  engage	  
•  Assurance	  

•  ImplementaIon	  of	  the	  opImal	  mix,	  as	  well	  as	  conInual	  re-‐
assessment	  of	  health	  improvement	  

•  Public	  Health	  organizaIons	  can	  contribute	  to	  the	  opImal	  mix	  
of	  services	  in	  communiIes-‐	  e.g.	  social	  determinants	  of	  health	  


